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back as far as the market-place, where he discovered the enemy's
main body. Realizing how few men he had and how many the enemy
were, and that it would be impossible to oppose them without
incurring heavy loss, this captain decided to withdraw to the bridge,
which he found was held by certain English. He had a skirmish with
them and fought his way across with loss of some of the men who
accompanied him. They took the bridge and departed by it, leaving
the enemy in possession.
In the city the English captured eight or ten Spaniards, some of
whom were ransomed.
When Captain Francis heard the artillery of the galleys in action
they say he ordered the 500 men who, as has been said above, he
had made ready, to get into pinnaces and they proceeded in the
direction of the fort at the entrance to the haven where the chain
was, to take it and enter the city from that direction. The fort de-
fended itself with its artillery and resisted their advance, inflicting
heavy damage on them. In view of this damage the enemy determined
to return to his ships.
The moment the city fell Don Pedro Vique went to Hernan
Gomez Montalvo's wharf, where he found the galley's tender, and
commanded Captain Pedro Comas to go in her to the galleys, which
had left their position at the Caleta and were rowing to the fort
where the chain was, to order their captains to unlock the chain and
endeavour to get out at any cost, and so to Tolu or elsewhere,
wherever they might be safe. Seeking to execute this order, the galley
captains sent the tender to unlock the chain, but they found that
there was not enough water, nor was it high tide, to permit them
to leave the haven by this channel, (p. 7)
At this point it happened that a barrel of powder on board the
galley Ocasion exploded and injured some slaves and soldiers who
were close by, though the damage done the galley and its crew was
not much. It was not enough to have prevented them from working
out, although there was insufficient water, since they were all of a
mind and determined to get out if they could, even though the
galleys might suffer severely from the artillery of the enemy's ships;
but they were deterred by demands for help made on them from the
bridge.
They were summoned to support the people there, who told them
that we still held the city and for them to come to the relief of the
bridge where Captain Martin Polo was fighting and shouting that
he had won. It was at this moment that with fifteen or twenty men
he had driven the English back on their main body in the market-